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An AG for providing a publick Reward for 
Such berfon or Perfons as fhall difcover 
the Longtitude at Sea. 


AY)” HEREAS it 1s well known by all that are 
acquainted with the Art of Navigation, that 
nothing 1s fo much wanted and defired at Sea, as 
the Difcovery of the Longitude, jor the Safety and 
Quickne/s of Voyages, the Prefervation of Ships, 
and the Lives of Men: And whereas in the fudg- 
ment of able Mathematicians and Navigators, fe- 
veral Methods have already been difcovered, true in 
Theory, though very difficult in Practice, fome of 
which (there ts Reafon to expect) may be capable of 
Improvement, fome already difcovered may be pro- 
poled to the Publick, and others may be invented 
hereafter: ind whereas [uch a Difcovery would be 
of particular Advantage to the Trade of Great Bri- 
tain, and very much for the Honour of this Kingdom; 
but befides the great Difficulty of the Thing it fetf; 
_ partly for the Want of Jome publick Reward to be 
_fettled as an Encouragement gS i ufeful and bene- 
 fictal a Work, and partly for Want of Money for 
Trials and Experiments neceffary thereunto, no fuch 
“Lnventions or Propofals hitherto made, have been conmigioners 
brought to Perfection ; Be it therefore enacted by the eames Jor 


COUETIN 


_ Queen's moft Excellent Majefty, by and with the Advice #+ Longs 


rte 


and Confent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, ceiving Pr- 
and pojals relating 
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and Commons, in Parliament affembled, and by Au- 
thority of the fame, That the Lord High Admiral of 
Great Britain, or the Firft Commiffioner of the Ad- 
‘miralty, the Speaker of the Honourable Houfe of 
‘Commons, the Firft Commiffioner of the Navy, the 
Firft Commiffioner of Trade, the Admirals of the Red, 
White, and Blue Squadrons, the Mafter of the Trinity- 
houfe, the Prefident of the Royal Society, the Royal 
Aftronomer of Greenwich, the Savilian, Lucafian, 
and Plumian Profeflors of the Mathematicks in Ox- 
ford and Cambridge, all for the time being; the 
Right Honourable Thomas Earl of Pembroke and 
Montgomery, Philip Lord Bifhop of Hereford, George 
Lord Bifhop of Brz/fol, Thomas Lord Trevor, the 
_ Honourable Sir Thomas Hanmer Baronet, Speaker of 
the Honourable Houfe of Commons, the Honourable 
Francis Robarts Efquire, James Stanhope Efquire, 
William Clayton Etquire, and William Lowndes 
Efquire, be conftituted, and they are hereby contti- 
tuted Commiffioners for the Difcovery of the Lon- 
gitude at Sea; and for examining, trying, and judg- 
ing of all Propofals, Experiments, and Improvements 
relating to the fame; and that the faid Commiffion- 
ers, or any Five or more of them, have full Power to 
hear and receive any Propofal or Propofals that fhall 
be made to them for difcovering the faid Longitude; 


- Conmiffowss and in cafe the faid Cominiffioners, or any Five or 
ebubility of more of them, fhall be fo far fatisficd of the Probabili-_ 
rytotheCom-ty Of any fuch Difcovery, as to think 1t proper to 


make Experiment thereof, they fhall certify the fame, 
under their Hands and Seals, to the Commiffioners of 
| the 
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the Navy for the time being, together with the Per- tehs pratt 
fons Names, who are the Authors of fuch Propofals ; Billforzoool. 
and upon producing fuch Certificate, the faid Com-/ fer ees. 
miflioners are hereby authorized and required toimake ment 
out a Bill or Bills for any fuch Sum or Suns of Money Explained by 
not exceeding Two thoufand Pounds, as the faid¢Sn?”” 
Commiffioners for the Difcovery of the faid Longi- 


_ tude, or any Five or more of them, fhall think necek 


fary. for making the Experiments, payable by the 
Treafurer of the Navy; which Sum or Sums the jog 72% 
Treafurer of the Navy is hereby required to pay im- 4% Naty. 
mediately to fuch Perfonor Perfons as fhall beappoint- 

ed by the Commiffioners for the Difcovery of the faid 
Longitude, to make thofe Experiments, out of any 


~ Money that fhall be in his Hands, —_—— for the 


Ufe of the Navy. 


2. And be it further enacted by the Authority afore- 7% Com 


faid, That after Experiments made of any Prepofal or 44 tere 
Propofals for the Difcovery of the faid Longitude, the pig ork 
Commiffioners appointed by this At, or the major "#4 
Part of them, fhall declare and determine how far the 
fame is found practicable, and to what Degree of 


siccatiacaia 


2. And for adue and fufficient Encouragement to Reward te 
any [uch Perfon or Perfons as foall difcover a pro- a 
per Method for finding the fata Longitude, Be it ena&- 
ed by the Authority aforefaid, That the firft Author 
or Authors, Difcoverer or Difcoverers of any fuch Me- 
thod, his or their Executors, Admuniftrators, or iar ir 

3 fha 


When to be 
paid, 
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fhall be mtitled to, and have fuch Reward as herein 
after is mentioned; that is to fay,to a Reward, or 
Sum of Ten Thoufand Pounds, if it determines the 
{aid Longitude toOne Degree of a great Circle, or Six- 
ty Geographical Miles; to Fifteen Thoufand Pounds, 
if it determines the faine toT woThirdsof that Diftance; 
and to Twenty Thoufand Pounds, if it determines the 


fame to one Half of the fame Diftance; and that one. 


Moiety or Half-part of fuch Reward or Sum fhall be 
due and paid when the faid Commiffioners, or the 
major Part of them, do agree that any fuch Method 
extends to the Security of Ships within Eighty Geo- 
graphical Miles of the Shores, which are Places of the 


-greateft Danger, and the other Mouety or Half-part, 


- -when a Ship by the Appointinent of the faid Com- 


As foon ae 
fuch Meth 
Soall em 
been found 
practicable, 
the Commif- 
Sioners feall 
certify the 
ee Tome the 
ommiffion- 
ers of the 
Navy, who 
foall make 
out Bills fe 
‘be Rue, Fi 


imiffioners, or the major Part of them, fhall thereby 


actually fail over the Ocean, from Great-Britain to. 
any Port in the Weft Indies, as thofe Commiffioners, 


or the major Part of them, thall choofe or norinaté 
for the Experunent, without lofing their Longitude 
beyond the Limits before mentioned. 


4. And be it further enacted i the Authority 


d aforefaid, That as foon as fuch Method for the Difco-. 


very of the faid Longitude fhall have been tried and 
found practicable and ufeful at Sea, within any of the 
Degrees aforefaid, that the faid Commiffioners, or the 
major Part of them, fhall certify the fameaccordingly, 
under their Hands and Scals, to the Commifiioners of 
_the Navy for the time being, together with the Per- 
“fon or Perfons N ames, who : are the Authors of fuch 
Propofal ; 
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Propofal; and upon fuch Certificate the faid Com- ond the tree 
miffioners are hereby authorized and required to Ney att 
make out a Bill or Bills for the refpective Sum or’? ™ 
Sums of Money, to which the Author or Authors of 
fuch Propofal, their Executors, Adminiftrators, or 
Affigns, fhall be intitled by virtue of this Act; 
which Sum or Sums the Treafurer of the Navy is 
hereby required to pay tothe faid Author or Au- 
thors, their Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, 
out of any Money that fhall be in his Hands unap- 
plied to the Ufe of the Navy, according to the true 
Intent and Meaning of this Act. 7 


y. And it 1s hereby further enacted by the Autho- 7%. Commi 
rity aforefaid, That if any fuch Propofal fhall not, on 70")? 
Trial, be found of fo great Ufe, as aforementioned, Rewrd sar 
yet if the fame, on Trial, in the Judgment of the enh erable 
faid Commiffioners, or the major Part of them, be Publ 
found of confiderable Ufe to the Publick, that then 
and in fuch Cafe, the faid Author or Authors, their 
Executors, Adminiftrators, or Affigns, fhall have and 
receive fuch lefs Reward therefore as the faid Com- 
miffioners, or the major Part of them, fhall think 
reafonable, to be paid by the Treafurer of the Navy, 
on fuch Certificate, as aforefaid. 
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